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Japanese Electroplaters Visit

« A Metal Plating Study Group made
up of 32 officials of job plating or man-
ufacturing organizations in Japan re-
cently toured several plating and sup-
ply companies in the United States.
The tour was organized and directed
by the Japan Electroplating Society,
and was under the leadership of M.
Fukui, president, Fukui Plating In-
dustry, Inc., president of the Japan
Electroplating Society; and S. Ishika-
wa, president, T'okai Plating Co., Ltd.,
vice president of the Japan Electro-
plating Society.

The tour began in Los Angeles,
where the visitors were met by William
H. Safranek, president of the Ameri-
can Electroplaters’ Society. In Los
Angeles the group visited Travis Plat-
ing Co., Inc., and Allied Research &
Engineering Co.

Continuing on to Chicago, the Plat-
ing Study Group visited the C. J.
Saporito Plating plant, Cicero, Illinois.
The plant visits were arranged and
conducted by Christopher Marzano,
technical director. Charles J. Saporito,
president, hosted the group for a
luncheon.

VISITORS were welcomed to Conversion
Chemical Corp., Rockville, Conn., by Kenneth
P. Bellinger, president,

In the afternoon, the group visited
the magnesium anodizing plant, the
C. J. 8. Laboratories, and the precious
metal plant.

In Detroit a tour of the Udylite
Corporation was made.

In New York, the visitors were met
by Ezra A. Blount, Conversion Chem-

AT NUTMEG CHROME CORP., William Logoz-
z0, president, explains the special fixtures
vsed in hard chromium plating.
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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS AND CONGHATULATICNS TU TUKA-KAIL

It is a great pleasure and privilege to greet you on the occasion of the 30th
Anniversary of the founding of Toka-Kai and publication of the 30-year history,
Toka=Kai No Humi. I send warmest congratulations to all of you for 30 years of
progrese in your organization and in electroplating.

I have met with your group many times during this 30 years, and I consider the
association and the opportunity to meet you a very rare privilege. You have honored
me by considering me a member of Toka-Kai, and for that I am deeply grateful.

I remember when Dr. Sakae Tajima conducted me to my first meeting with Toka-Kai in
1951. This meeting was held in the upper level of the house of Mr, Jiro Takahama,
Here you held meetings and conducted study classes to educate and inform yourselves and
your assoclates in plating practice.

When I visited this meeting room at another time, I was impressed to see that you had
arranged & very attractive exhibit of many different kinds of products plated in various
surface finishes. This showed not only the technical skills of your members in the

art of plating, btut illustrated the many different kinds of products that were made
quite beautiful and more useful with a plated, anodized, or lacquered finish, or a
combination of these finishes.

Your publication, "Mekki", gave members news and information about plating arts,
methods, and new developments.

Your members have educated themselves not only by study and practice, tut by travel
to many other countries. During visits to the United States, it has been my pleasure
to meet the visiting electroplaters to discuss U. 5. plating methods.

The test of the success of any organization is the way it assists members in solving
their problems and increasing their success. As I have had the opportunity to obeerve
your indusiry cver many years, 1 am aware of the many problems the platers have solved
through their association with Toka-Kai.

The first major probtlem was that of obtaining proper plating materials. Substitute
materials and processes were employed with very clever technique until conventional
materials could again be obtained.

When better plating materials could be cbtained, platers quickly improved the quality
of plating so that products of all kinds exported to other countries had a high quality
finish that would give long and satisfactory service.

Electroplaters have been gquick to adopt new and better plating processes, and through
research, to develop better plating systems and procedures. To improve plating efficiency
and reduce manufacturing cost, members installed automatic plating equipment, At the
same time, improved technology and the establishment of more efficient business

practices resulted in better plating at lower cost, with increased profits.

In more recent years you have been faced with even more difficult problems of plant
waste water treatment and sludge disposal. You have made great strides in solving

these problems, which must be conquered if the plating industry is to survive.

The progress slectroplaters have made in technology and business management during

the past 30 years is most impressive. You can take great pride in these accomplishments.
You are to be congratulated as a soclety and as individual metal finishers for

this record of achlievement.

During past years, you have been most kind to invite me to Japan so that I could
meet with you and inspect many plating factorles. Again I should like to express

my heartfelt thanks for this great kindness and honor that you have bestowed on mes
Also, in the past, we have enjoyed together Ill'lj' social gatherings in many citles and
beautiful resort areas in Japan, and I r these ions with great pleasure.
The association with the meambers of Toka-Kal has added mo very much to my life. It
is difficult for me to properly express my thanks and appreciation for your many
favors over many years.

If I have been of any service to members of Toka-Kal, I am indeed glad to have had
the opportunity to contribute.

I wish you many more years of progress and service im and to the electroplating
industry.

I oongratulate you again on the occssion of your 30th Anniversary, and extend
warmest good wishes for continued success to each individual member.

Sincerely,
7—-1' (7; /%{3—14 “/““m\

A. Blount

omers, Connecticut
March 6, 1979
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