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CONGRATULATIONS FOR 40th ANNIVERSARY OF TOKA-KAI

On the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of Toka-Kai, I send warmest good wishes and sincere
greetings and congratulations both to the organization, its officers and directors, and all the individual
members in the electroplating industry.

As I review these 40 years in my mind, I remember that when I first toured plating shops in
Japan in 1951, I was most impressed to see how electroplaters were making use of unusual facilities
to be able to operate. Clever techniques were employed until more conventional processes and
equipment became available. Continued skill and dedication led to the development of improved
processes and equipment, so that today the industry is equal or superior to any electroplating
operation in the world,

In the same way the electroplaters have concentrated on the waste treatment and disposal
problem which has become more serious in recent years. First, methods were devised to destroy
toxic waste and dispose of the end products. Then, realizing that recycling is the only complete
answer to the problem, technical electroplaters developed recycling processes of all kinds so that
plating chemicals could be used again, either in plating processes or by other industries.

During this technical change and development, management skills of company organization
and operation also received attention, including the use of computers for many purposes to improve
efficiency and reduce operating cost. Also, electroplaters developed sales abilities so that they could
market their products over many parts of the world in successful competition with other finishers
in other countries. Not only plated products, but electroplating techniques were exported.

In all these developments Toka-Kai has been a central vital force as an organization to assist
members in dealing with the many problems and concerns of the industry.

Some forecasters believe that in the future electroplating shops will grow to meet increased
demand as more and more major manufacturers stop in-plant plating operations rather than comply
with the many complicated regulations established by the government. In such case Toka-Kai will
grow in size and increased importance.

It has been my privilege to meet and associate with many Toka-Kai members over a period of
37 years. You have shown me every courtesy and kindness, and for this I again present my heartfelt
thanks. You have honored me in many ways, including me as an honorary member, and for that
I am most grateful.

I can assure you that I will always wear my Toka-Kai badge proudly.

Again, 1 congratulate both the organization and the individual members for all past
developments, contributions, and successes, and extend my best wishes for your continued progress

during all the years to come.

Sincerely,

Sea @ Al T

Somers, Connecticut
June 21, 1988
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August 1, 1988
Mr. Ezra A. Blount

Dear Sir:

It is our great pleasure to send our heartiest congratulations on your fiftieth wedding
anniversary.

This year we also celebrate the fortieth anniversary since Toka-Kai was established and we are
planning various events such as commemorative ceremonies or publication. We very much appreciate
the article you have already contributed for it.

Remembering the history, Toka-Kai was established at the most difficult time just after the
war, by those who devoted to Japanese plate industry toward the reconstruction of our country
and the revival of our industries. In those days they started with both little material and few jobs
and they had quite a difficulty in acquiring advanced technology from abroad. Then you visited
Japan and contacted with Japanese plate factories through Toka-Kai. You provided a great deal of
technological information and contributed much to our plate industry. Afterward you have left
Japan, nevertheless you have been associating with Toka-Kai and sending informations continuously
tous.

Moreover when many plate professionals of us visited America you used to take care of them
so kindly that it still remains unforgettable. Thus, you have been always taking a role of a bridge
between USA and Japan in plate industry.

We believe that the good communication and the friendship between nations would be achieved
by the people-to-people diplomacy with effort of each individual. We, Japanese plate professionals
are very grateful to you and simultaneously feel a sense of closeness to you. We have no doubt that
our relationship will be even closer and it will lead to the truely firm friendship between USA and
Japan.

Toka-Kai has grown to a large tree in forty years and we are the second generation of the initial
members whom you had communicated with in your first visit. We should say that Japanese plate
industry has now caught up to the world level.

We, who are carrying on Toka-Kai at present never forget the great contribution and the big
effort that you and our senior members had made. We track back our activities at each anniversary
of the twentieth, the thirtieth, and the fortieth, by commemorative publications so that the young
members can learn our history in editing and in reading it.

We all have many thanks to you. Please let us express our gratitude and our congratulation
to you and your wife upon your golden wedding anniversary with a souvenir we send here.

We sincerely wish Mr. and Mrs. Blount continued health and happiness. We are looking forward
to having the opportunity to see you.

Yours respectfully,

& 2
Tadao Kikuchi

President of Toka-Kai
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